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‘Concrete Dialogue’ - providing you with the latest sustainable construction news from across Europe! 

News from The Concrete Initiative! 

 

The Concrete Initiative officially launched! 

On 27 May 2014, the European concrete sector gathered in Brussels to launch The Concrete initiative.  
Bringing together key stakeholders at EU level, the launch centered around a high level debate on 
sustainable construction. 
Read more 

 

Building a Sustainable Future for Ireland   
On 1 October 2014, The Concrete Initiative was presented during Cement Manufacturers Ireland's event 
entitled "Building a sustainable future for Ireland".  During his speech, Mr Koen Coppenholle 
(representing The Concrete Initiative) highlighted the fact that the cement and concrete sector employs 
545,000 people and adds EUR 56 bn to the European economy.  
Read more 

EU highlights 

 

Building Sector: Commission proposal on opportunities for resource efficiency 
On 2 July 2014, the European Commission adopted a Communication on Resource Efficiency 
Opportunities in the Building Sector. The Concrete Initiative welcomes the proposals put forward, 
highlighting that, in order to achieve their purpose, it is important that the approach taken covers the 
impacts of the construction works during its whole life cycle.  
Read more 

 

Cities and climate change: OECD report on enabling policy frameworks 
On 17 September 2014, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) published 
a report entitled “Cities and Climate Change - National governments enabling local action”. The report 
explores how enabling policy frameworks at the national level can support critical urban action to 
combat climate change. 
Read more 

 

Report expects Europe's building energy efficiency market to double by 2023 
According to a report by Navigant Research (entitled “Energy Efficient Buildings: Europe”), Europe's 
building energy efficiency market is expect to grow from €41.4Bn in 2014 to EUR 80.8 billion by 2023. 
Read more 

 

Which materials for sustainable construction? 
The European Commission (DG Research Trade and Development - Directorate D "Key Enabling 
Technologies", Unit D3) is conducting a survey with the aim of drafting a research and innovation 
roadmap to answer the question: "Which Materials for Sustainable Construction?"  Both CEMBUREAU 
and the European Concrete Platform have responded. 
Consultation – CEMBUREAU response – ECP response 

 

Consultation on sustainable buildings: summary of responses 
On 5 June 2014, the European Commission (DG Environment) published a summary of the responses to 
the public consultation on sustainable buildings which took place between July and October 2013. 
According to the summary, the majority agree on the importance of material and of the durability of 
construction products and components 
Read more 

CONCRETE DIALOGUE 
The Concrete Initiative 

http://www.theconcreteinitiative.eu/newsroom/events/36-discover-and-debate-concrete-solutions-for-sustainable-construction�
http://www.theconcreteinitiative.eu/newsroom/latests-news/76-building-a-sustainable-future-for-ireland�
http://www.theconcreteinitiative.eu/newsroom/press-releases/65-sustainable-buildings-ensuring-a-balanced-approach�
http://www.theconcreteinitiative.eu/newsroom/latests-news/74-cities-and-climate-change-oecd-report-on-enabling-policy-frameworks�
http://www.navigantresearch.com/research/energy-efficient-buildings-europe�
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=materialsroadmap�
http://www.cembureau.eu/sites/default/files/documents/2014-09-29_CEMBUREAUresponse_WhichMaterialForSustainableConstruction.pdf�
http://www.europeanconcrete.eu/news-a-positions/145-european-concrete-platform-responds-to-consultation-on-sustainable-construction-materials�
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The Concrete Initiative Events 

27/10/14 
Recycling construction & demolition waste 
Focus: Bridging the gap between technical feasibility & policy needs  
Organiser: The Concrete Initiative (invitation only) 

26/11/14 European Parliament networking dinner 
Organiser: The Concrete Initiative (invitation only) 

Other events 
28-30/10/2014 SB14( Barcelona, Spain) 

World Sustainable Building Conference 
5-8/11/2014 EUROCITIES 2014 (Munich, Germany) 

Energising cities 

Featured case study 

 

Aviva stadium - Ireland 
The Aviva Stadium is built on the site of the former Lansdowne Road stadium, which was demolished in 
2007. All the concrete from the old stadium's frame was crushed after demolition and used to fill the site 
as hard standing.  
Read more 

 

 

 

Parliament hosts sustainable buildings and infrastructure event  
On 24 September, GlobeEU held an event at the European Parliament in Brussels focusing on resource 
efficiency in the buildings and infrastructure sectors.  During this event, The Concrete Initiative had the 
opportunity of showing its recently released film, given its relevance to the topic. 
Film  

http://www.google.be/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCQQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsb14barcelona.org%2F&ei=KBUtVKunGMLDOcDqgOAN&usg=AFQjCNEPkSKsZA8q8F48j3aBLIwFqnTZbw&bvm=bv.76477589,d.ZWU&cad=rja�
http://eurocities2014.eu/registration/conference-registration/�
http://www.theconcreteinitiative.eu/case-studies/70-aviva-stadium�
http://www.theconcreteinitiative.eu/newsroom/videos/42-the-concrete-initiative-video�

